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and the Liberals then upset the Church party and
assumed the reins of Government. No sooner was
order restored, and Juarez, the chief of the Liberals,
acknowledged as President of the Republic by all
the principal European nations, than the Swiss
banker came forward to claim his fourteen millions!
To this demand Juarez naturally enough replied,
" No, you have played a game and lost your stake,
and you cannot expect us to give you such great
profits on money that was lent to our political adver-
saries to keep us out of power." He did not object*
to repay the sum actually lent, but refused the four-
teen millions. Jecker refused this compromise, say-
ing that he had made a contract with the Govern-
ment of Mexico, which, whether composed of Liberals
or Churchmen, was bound to abide by its terms. He
then claimed the intervention of the French Govern-
ment, and had himself recognised, subsequent to the
transaction, as a naturalised French subject!

It was this notorious affair that led to the armed
interference of France, which has brought about the
partial conquest of the country and the placing of
an Austrian Archduke, as a sort of French Viceroy,
on the throne of Montezuma.

Now we contend that such interference as this
ought not to be used in favour even of any bond
* After the landing of French forces in Mexico.